
Park Commission (PC) Meeting 
Wednesday, October 12, 2022 

Lodi Town Hall 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

a. Roll Call: 5:00 pm Nancy Mitchell, Peggy Ford, Chad Wolter, Terri Jozwiak, Excused Mike Linak.  
Public Works employees: Brian Ecklor & Tina Johnson 

b. Declaration a Quorum Is Present: Yes 
 
2. CITIZEN INPUT Bill Rutecki, Kelsey Rutecki, Patty Meade, Elizabeth Ryan, James Brooks 
No input from citizens at this time. 
 
3. SECRETARY 

A). MEETING MINUTES 
1. 9-15-2022 Park Commission Meeting Minutes 
Under #10- change SFR to R-1. (Jozwiak said that she would) 
Motion: Wolter/Mitchell to approve minutes of 9/15/2022 with the one change.          

Approved 4-0 
 
4. FINANCIAL REPORT 

A). Review Park Account Balances 
B). Review Payment(s) of Bills 
C). Payment decisions on 

1. Bay Drive Trees planted $2,320.00 should be taken from Designated Funds  
2. Bay Drive Stump Grinding of $1,234.00 should be taken from Designated Funds 
3. School House Mold Removal $2,907.89 should be taken from Designated Funds 
Motion: Mitchell/Ford to take $6,461.89 (the three numbers listed above) out of 

Designated Wildenberg Funds.  
After discussion the above motion was rescinded. 
Motion: Mitchell/Wolter to take $6,461.89 out of the Designated Park Funds. This 

motion was approved. 4-0 
 
5. FUTURE PARK UPDATE PLANNING 

A). Lake Park (Okee Beach Park) –  
Discussion was held about the parking lot. Should it be torn out completely or repaved. 
We will have to talk to the owner of the neighboring lot, they have about 12 feet of it. 
It was suggested to talk to Columbia County to put into writing that they recommend the 
neighbor, having renters in the house, not be allowed to use any spaces in the lot that is owned 
by the Town of Lodi (TOL)  
Brooks stated that he is against taking out the parking lot. 
Ecklor said he got an estimate in July for just doing about 19’ of the parking lot (which would 
only be about 1/3 of the lot, closest to the metal fence) and to add additional gravel and new 
blacktop would be $6,000.  



Ecklor - will get an estimate for repaving from Davis Co. including putting a culvert in under the 
parking lot to address the rain runoff. 
It was suggested to get an estimate from Columbia County. 
It was also suggested to get an estimate for just culvert and gravel, not blacktop.  
B). Kalscheur Park 
Johnson reported the Kalscheur Park needs a lot of work. It has water issues and needs a lot of 
woodchips. It needs tree work, sandbox is rotted, it needs new bench, maybe an update on the 
playground equipment and the walking path has cracks in it.  
Ecklor said he and Johnson should be able to get the tree work done later this month.  
Ecklor said the path is a cul-du-sac and it is under the jurisdiction of TOL Roads. 
Brooks suggested we look into woodchip alternatives, pea gravel or clean rubber, that would 

not break down. 
 
6. 2023 BUDGET 
Jozwiak suggested we put burning Conservancy Park and Wildenberg Park into the budget (last month 
Escher said Conservancy burning was quoted at $800-900) instead of depending on Lodi Fire 
Department (LFD) burning it since LFD could not commit. Then if the LFD decides to burn at these parks, 
we will have that much extra in the budget. 
 
Wildenberg Park Burn – The LFD not interested in burning more than the small front portion of the park. 
AND burning must be done when the weather is below 55 degrees to protect the Glass Lizard which is 
protected at the park.  
DNR has been involved before in the burn, do they need to now?  
Conservancy Park has been burned in the past by Rick Waugh. Brooks volunteered to burn Conservancy 
Park.  
 
We would like to see in next year’s budget: 
The burn of Conservancy Park at $800-900.    
$1,000 to cut down trees. 
Get more woodchips at $350 per load or more if we look into more sustainable alternative.  
Get more picnic tables at $1,200 for each metal one. We have not bought any in the last two years. 
Ford: We have these beautiful parks and we need to spend money to keep them up.  
There is a tree in Michael Park, alive but leaning, that may need to be taken out. A verbal estimate at 
taking it out was $2,400.  
 
Ask for $3,500 increase to budget.  
Jozwiak will put a letter together about our request and desires and send to town chair and supervisor 
by Tues. 
We spent our budget already. Send  
Project funds from designated money  
 
Motion: Wolter/Jozwiak to ask the Town of Lodi for an increase in budget by $3,500.  Approved 4-0 
 



Brooks said he would be in favor of the TOL to transfer the town rental funds for the Schoolhouse to the 
PC money since the PC is now caring for the Schoolhouse. Wolter will request this at the TOL meeting. 
 
 
7. OKEE SCHOOL HOUSE 

A). Update and winter closure discussion 
 No update from Escher.  
Brooks said we sometimes heat the Schoolhouse in the winter, sometimes not. 
Ford if we are going to take care of the Schoolhouse, turn the heat on for the winter.  
It was discussed to keep it at 60 degrees in the winter and 70 in the summer.  
Motion: Mitchell/Ford to heat the Schoolhouse for winter and promote its use. Approved 4-0 (let 
Escher know) 
Brooks said the TOL are investigating getting a touch pad entry at the Schoolhouse & at Lewis Byrns 
Shelter. If it comes to fruition, it may come out of the TOL budget. 
 
8. CONSERVANCY PARK UPDATE 

A). Park Update 
No update from Escher.  

Brooks – we may need money to repave the path. It was quoted at $84,000, and to widen it would cost 
$120,000.  Ecklor & Johnson will look into getting a grant for it. 
The Conservancy Park path will be in the Parks budget. Columbia County has grants that could be 
investigated. 
 
9. PARK REZONING UPDATE 

According to Kurt Calkins, the following parcels will need a rezone only and Columbia County 
(CC) will allow them to be handled together as one application and one fee. The Rezone application will 
need to be completed, with the submission of the $50 fee. This will start the review process, in which a 
report will be sent to the Town for action. Once CC get a favorable report back from the town, TOL will 
need to submit the additional $500 fee. In total CC will allow these 4 rezones to take place on the one 
total fee of $550 which will be a savings for the town. 

 
Parcel           Zoning                                        Park name 
1517 Rezone from R-1 to RC-1 Webster Bluff 
867 Rezone from R-1 to RC-1  Lewis Byrns 
920 Rezone from R-1 to RC-1 Michael Park 
41.A Rezone from A-01 to RC-1 Wildenberg Park 

 
Mitchell said she would take care of the application for the 4 rezonings and take the $50 fee and 
applications to the CC. After that it will then go to the Planning Commission then the TOL for approval.  
After that it will go back to the County Zoning, along with the $500 fee, and then CC vote.   
 
According to Kurt Calkins, the following parcels will need to have a plan amendment first, before the 
rezone. TOL should complete a separate rezone applications and plan amendment applications for each 
of the 2 parcels. TOL should take advantage of the reduced fee meeting that will take place in May of 



2023. TOL will need to submit the reduced fee of $260 for each one of the applications for a total plan 
amendment fee of $520. Regarding the Rezone applications, as stated complete them separately, but CC 
will only charge TOL one fee, $50 up front and then $500 later, totaling $550. So 
$520+$50+$500=$1,070 

 
Parcel           Zoning                                             Park name 

 840.1 Rezone from R-1 to RC-1 & Plan Amendment from Single Family to Recreation   
 Bay Dr. Park 

 50.F Rezone from R-1 to RC-1 and Plan Amendment from Single Family to Recreation 
                    Arbor Valley Park 
 
PC should ask the TOL to forgive fees to PC to rezone R-1 to RC-1  
 
The second part of the rezoning parcels can wait till March PC meeting. 
 
10. GENERAL PARK UPDATES 
Johnson said 2-3 of the parks have falling apart Little Libraries. Ford said the Lions Club will take care of 
it.  
Ecklor stated Lewis Byrns Shelter water is shut off, and winterization will be done by the end of the 
month. There are electrical problems at Byrns shelter that needs to fixed. It was decided to get an 
electrician out there when they are available.  
Johnson mowed and trim trees.  
Banners that were posted on Byrns baseball fencing have been taken down. Jozwiak will email public 
works director with which ones are already paid to be put up again next year. 
Brooks suggested to fix the outside water spigot at Byrns Park Shelter with a device that needs a key to 
use.  
Webster Bluff chipping has been done. Fresh grass seed was spread on the areas where there was a 
path. 
 
11. CHAIRMAN REPORT 
Emergency response numbers should be obtained for all parks. Wolter will do this, the cost will go to 
the TOL. Emergency response number to Webster Bluff only?  
Update on Scoreboard? None 
 
12. OTHER QUESTIONS FROM COMMISSION MEMBERS  
Jozwiak – what happened to the volunteer form update, did it go to the lawyer? Wolter – now that the 
clerk will be starting, we can check on past forms.   
Brooks suggested contact the TOL insurance carrier. We should use the form the insurance company 
want us to use. 
 
Jozwiak - Park Commission Terms, what was found out.  
It was found that the Park Commissioners serve 3-year terms. Research will have to be done of which PC 
member has served for how long. 
 



Ecklor was acknowledged for having done a great job.  
Johnson was welcomed as the new public works director.  
 
13. NEXT MEETING DATE – NOVEMBER 2ND 5 pm  
Ford will be gone. 
 
14. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
Schoolhouse 
Estimates for Lake Park (Okee Beach Park) 
Rezoning update  
Conservancy Park plan update from Escher 
 
15. ADJOURN 
Motion: Mitchell/Wolter to adjourn 6:50 pm. Approved 4-0 
 
Submitted by 
Terri Jozwiak 
 
Jozwiak would like to see a new sign at the Wildenberg Park that includes a trail map & things to look for 
on the path, difficulty level, length of path. “Hike on this mostly flat trail, with only a few hills. This hike 
is quiet and rambles through forest and meadows. Some of the forests are full of interesting vines 
while other sections are mature with little underbrush. 
 


